Montessori Learning Centre

A Word From Vienna. . .

During this holiday season | hope
that you will remember that the most im-
portant gifts that you can give your chil-
dren are absolutely free. Montessori
Learning Centre offers vy
Holiday Gifts You Can Give Your Child

1. Dignity -0t heir lives are

naturally like the lotus that spreads
out its white petals to receive the rays
of the suné, said Mari
Let us never forget to treat children
with the respect that they deserve.

. Free Choice - Choice brings freedom
and power

. Discipline - As Yvonne Nass reminds
us, the word disciplin
teachdé and its purpose
and mental development

. Movement - the body is the vessel
through which we express our deepest
selves, provide children with every op-
portunity to move and watch them fly!

. Time - Wise people have always known
that anything worthy requires dedica-
tion of time. Give time of yourself to
your children and give them the gift of
time to know themselves as well.

. Silence - How often has your household
been silent? No TV, no radio, no VCR
or computers? It is only within silence
that we learn to hear the voice that
comes from deep within ourselves.
Giveitatry. .. If only for 5 minutes.
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Monika Simms &
Dianne Gross

The beginning of November
was spent learning about vari-
ous fruits and vegetables. Then we discussed why
the Pilgrims left England and came to America
where they met the Native Americans. Next we
spoke about how they shared information concern-

Lisa Maas &
Lisa Habegger

Holiday greetings! We are ak
enjoying the festive themes of this season. This
month we will begin reviewing our continent majps

as a class. For some friends this will be an introduc-
tion, and we are excited about all the discussions

ing growing crops and hunting animals. The unit
concluded with our Thanksgiving Feast where we
gave thanks for our family and friends. Thank you
for your contribution to the feast.

December is a busy month. We will spend
some time on various holiday traditions like Hanuk-
kah, St. Nicholas, Poinsettia Day, and the Nativity.
We will also spend time talking about the feeling of
caring and sharing and the feeling of giving and
receiving which prepares the children for gift ex-
change day on Thursday, December 17. Please
send in a present that is wrapped and the gift
should be appropriate for a boy or girl. Our holi-

that naturally will follow. What are the countries
Europe like? In Asia, Africa, South America, Au

and explore many different holiday celebrations
a class we are looking forward to our own holida
celebration here at MLC. The children are incre
ingly pleased with their efforts in music class as|
prepare songs for the
cited to share that time with our families! We log
forward to seeing you then, and we wish you pg
this holiday season.
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day program is on Friday, December 18, and
school closes at 11:30 on that day. Please check
to see if child care is open during the week of De-
cember 21 and remember school reopens on Tues-
day, January 5. We wish you a joyous and peace-
ful holiday.
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Lisa Wilson Riblett & Nomzamo Matyumza

% Thank you to all of the parents who attended our parent/teacher conferencesg
are important meetings and we appreciate you taking the time to come. Alsc
you to all of the families who sent in yummy food for our Native American Fea
have been studying Native Americans and we talked a lot about what they ate
they gathered food. For our Feast, we ate foods that the Native Americans would have had g
them like wild rice, popcorn, raisins, blueberries, and cornbread. Our upcoming December
fun and excitement. We have lots of holiday songs we are learning, our extended friends are
a play, the childrends gift exchange is
around the corner. December is a good month to remember that there is so much more to ou

sori program than lessons. It is a time for celebrating and being grateful for all we hav
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your children the gift of emotional safety.

R Jennifer Lo pez see it and to have feelings about it, even if

they are different from your own.

Aftercare would like to

thank those par- our children know how much we

ents who donated pa- dappreci at enbtfor gJoedhehavior or

per towel rolls in the past few months
- we now have PLENTY! We will be
collecting the small plastic yogurt
containers (any kind) for the first two
weeks of December. Please send

for anything they do, but just for being
themselves and for adding meaning to our
lives? Who doesndt
Truth - Remember that the Wizard of Oz
was just a man behind a curtain. The truth
is that we cannot make everything right,

Allow them to experience the world as they

Appreciation - How often do we truly let

i ke

them in to school with your children if grant all of our childre

you are able. Our worms are settling them from all pain, so why tell them that
in to our classroom very nicely, eat-

ing our organic food waste and are during their struggles, give them support,

. and help them gain
_even_belng handled by our more_da_r- Sl
ing friends! Chloe, our Guinea Pig, is . Unconditional Love - This is not purchased

also acclimating well to the classroom
environment - she loves to be held
and brushed and is an active part of

in any store or catalog. Itis the gift of
knowing that you are loved not for what
you do or how you behave, but for being ex-

we can? Instead, we can be there for them

stren(

we al

tly wh - with all fi d im-
the classroom. | look forward to Al
] ) ) perfections. Donét
sharing the holiday season with your
children and for 2010 to arrive. | MLC wishes everyone
hope everyone has a safe and won- a meaningful holiday!

derful month!

é Spanish with Senora Jenny

Pyt
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Hola, padres! Feliz diciembre!
%-"w It has been a pleasure working with your wonderful children.

We have been very busy in the past weeks. So far, the children have begun perfecting their
numbers (1 - 10), colors, days of the week as well as months (septeimbre, noviembre y diciembre)
and seasons of the year. They have been introduced to the parts of the body (partes del

cuerpo) through songs, dancing and OMi mi 6 the
member OMimié the silly monkey.

In the weeks ahead, | will introduce the concept of small, medium and large as well as shapes,

prepositions, family members and vocabulary associated with the home. | am also beginning to

incorporate Hispanic art into my | essons.
work has the vocabulary listed on the back of the sheet.

Thank you again for sharing your hijos lindos (beautiful children!) with me!

Hasta pronto! Jenny Slease, Spanish Teacher
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The 19th Annual holiday
sing
Join us for entertainment, singing, instrument playln

refreshments & fun!
Sunday, December 6, 2009 at 800

The Music School of Delaware Auditorium
4101 Washington St., Wilmington
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Garden Club
We bid farewell to the 2009

growing season!

Webre putting away ¢
Thank you to all who helped us get our
hands dirty and explore the earth below us.
Special thanks to Anna Quisel whose tire-
|l ess efforts keep ou

see you in March!
(N

Parent Coffee

December 15

Join us for coffee and tea in the child care
room. Little ones are welcome to join us!

Yvonne Nass Program

Concluded

Thank you to all who participated in our
Yvonne Nass series. Some families have
asked about a Late Winter/Spring Series.

If there is enough interest, we can contact
Yvonne to explore possibilities.

Child Care over Winter Break

Sign up in the Child Care Room
Deadline: Friday, Dec. 11.

Child care will be available Dec. 28-31 provided
that at least 10 families sign up. If you have not
done so yet, please sign up in child care. For li-
censing and staffing reasons, if you sign up and do
not attend, we must charge you for a minimum of 6
hours of child care. Questions? Call Re in the

Atfachrpegy) g his gclugespapyong wWelke vy

officed302-478-7114.

From the Office...
Car Line Reminder:

We have suddenly experienced a number
of families pulling around cars in car line,
speeding through the parking lot and ar-
riving with children not properly secured
in a car seat. For the safety of all of us,
please abide by our carline policies. (See

ing to pick up their child. We will do our
best to keep the line moving, but the most
important thing to remember is the safety
of our children. At 12:00 carline, please
pickdiFy6uiCcifidiand Sekur@ thelm h 9
their car seat as quickly as possible. If
you need to speak with a member of the
MLC staff, please park in one of the
designated parking spaces. Thank you
for helping us keep our car line running
smoothly, safely and happily!

Cubby Clothing

06Tis the season for
grow! Please be sure to label all clothing
sent into MLC (this includes coats and hats!)
If you have any MLC labeled clothing, please
launder and return it as soon as possible.

Does your child want to join us for

lunch? We are thrilled to have some
lunch guests join us. Please be sure to
contact the MLC office at least 24 hours
in advance to be sure that we can accom-
modate an additional friend. When pack-
ing lunches, please keep in mind our
healthy foods policy and the fact that we
are a nut and peanut free school. Itis
best to consider staying until 1:00 if pos-
sible. That way, our friends have plenty
of time to eat, clean up and socialize with
each other.

Giving up your land line in

favor of a cell phone number?
Please be sure to notify the MLC office of
any changes to your contact information!
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December and the Holidays at MLC
Please read all of the information provided!

We wanted to share some general information with you regarding o
holiday events and pass on some wisdom about children and this ti

T
me of

year. To celebrate the diversity of our children, we offer a broad range of

activities that highlight the customs and cultures in our country and

around the world. We have the opportunity to practice the giving and re-

ceiving of gifts with our classmates as well as the chance to perform musically for our
lies. In allitis a fun couple of weeks, full of extra activities and surprises. We are glad
you are here to enjoy it with us.

Generosity and Children

fami-
that

Giving and generosity in children are traits that are only learned through watching gogd moc

els. These (and most other ethics or m

D I a

for mal Il nstruction. You can say fAl tol d vy

experience generosity or see adults being generous, they will not be able to learn this

behav

jor. If you participate in giving to others and are compassionate towards others, your child wil

model your behavior. Do you donate to your church, synagogue or other source during

the

holidays? Take your children along and explain what you are doing and why you feel ifis im-

portant. Simple gestures such as being kind to the person next to you in a line, holding

a doc

or saying please and thank you in your own speech are the best lessons of all. The re:learch

this area also links generosity to a strong sense of independence and maturity. The ch
secure that nothing of his will be taken away by sharing or being kind to others. Do nof
alarmed if your young child has difficulty with this. Continue to model yourself in front ¢
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child, and he will learn the behavior over time. Gift Exchange Day (see below) is when|we

practice these skills at school.

Looking for the Perfect Gift?
The holidays are here and the pace of

||

important gift that you can give your child and your family: the gift of time. Time spent fead-

ing, playing a game, or just talking to one another is essential. One of the great things
play is that adults find it rejuvenating and relaxing as well! Remember, children will not
member if the house was perfect or not, but they will remember time spent having fun
their family. Enjoy!
Have a happy and safe holiday season!
Be sure to look to the next page for

specific information regarding our holiday celebrations
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